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Milgram Experiment - The Heist

1. What was the research question that the Milgram experiment attempted to answer? Describe what was done as part of the experiment.   

The research question that the Milgram experiment was about was how anyone could justify acts of genocide with obedience. This was related to when Hitler was a dictator in Germany, how people could just follow someone's orders without thinking about it or resisting orders. After all, everyone has a choice and can decide whether or not they want to continue. After all, many Nazis simply justified their responses by saying "I was just following orders", well, everyone has their own choice and they know what is right and what is wrong. In the experiment, a person had to read a series of numbers to another person who then had to recite the numbers, the recite is on it and is not surprised, if the person messes up the series of numbers, the reader must bump him and every time That spoils it, the reader has to turn up the voltage and eventually it reaches dangerous levels where the recite begged it to stop, and when the reader doubted, the researcher told them to continue.
2. What were the main results and conclusions of the Milgram experiment? In your view, why did most of the subjects of the experiment act the way they did?

The main results and conclusions showed that people would follow what they were told to do. While others could not continue to shock the other person as it was completely wrong to do to someone who really did not deserve it just because they got some parts wrong. I believe that they did as they did because they were following orders. And I think that in their mind it is not really them hurting the person it is the one conducting the experiment. It is not really their doing and they can have guilt free conscious because oh it is not really them but it is and that is why some of the other people could not continue on with the experiment and just had to stop. It’s all how people see what is really right and wrong or who the one in control of everything is. After all those that are not a manager or a leader they just follow what they are told but those that are on top and accept because they believe it is the right thing and they have to listen.

3. How do social experiments and surveys differ in terms of the data/information that can be obtained from each? Why do you think that Dr. Milgram chose to carry out this experiment instead of surveying participants?

Experiments show results from actions that are taken as a result of what is needed to be done while surveys are just data pieces and what the people put for their answers. Dr. Milgram Decided to carry this out as an experiment as there would have been better results and people being more truthful and following what they should do. After all, on a survey could be lied on and for an experiment they are being watched so they need to finish the task at hand or else they could get into trouble for say not continuing with the process that needed to be completed for the experiment. And the participants assume they need to follow the experiment as they are given it or else it could mess with the results, or so the participants assume. It’s good to see how someone would react in the setting they were given and told to follow orders. Just like the Nazis were supposed to do. It was used to see if these Nazis were actually right in by saying they had to follow orders.
4. In your view, what are some of the ethical considerations to keep in mind when doing social experiments? How might some of these ethical considerations relate to the Milgram experiment?

In my view, some ethical considerations that I would consider are the health and wellbeing of the subjects, to an extent because you can only learn so much from the mind without pushing the limits of others. So, I believe that in some experiments like the Milgram experiment it is good to push the mental health of subjects just to see how they would truly act in a situation like this without telling them exactly what you are looking for. Because if they had told the subjects what the experiment was truly about then the researchers would not have gotten accurate data that they needed. And if they fully cared about their mental wellbeing then they would have stopped the experiment when signs of anxiety started popping up in some subjects and then they would not have gotten sufficient data from the experiment. Some risks are needed for experiments and they are not without their causes or problem but in the end results were given and they were result that was needed.
Asch Conformity Experiment

1. What did the Asch experiment attempt to answer? Describe what was done as part of the experiment and its variations. How did the results change based on the experiment variations?

The experiment attempted to answer questions about how likely compliance is to work and what makes compliance work. They do it by having a group of 6 people, but in reality, only one topic is being tested. The others participate in the experiment and are told to give wrong answers from time to time, and when they do, the only real subject often follows suit for a variety of reasons. However, in one variation they made one person in the experiment always give the correct answer, and in that variation, the subjects were less likely to follow most of the others.
2. Based on your own observations and class materials, what factors increase the likelihood that an individual will conform to group pressure? 

The factors that increase the likelihood of conformation is based on the individual and how this individual acts around others. For example, in the experiment one subjects reason was he genuinely thought the group was right even after looking at it with his own eyes and another person only confirmed after he answered differently, then everyone looked at him and made him uncomfortable and he didn't want to feel that way again. So, it is entirely based on the individual's mindset, personality, and overall experiences. If someone is more of an introvert they are probably more likely to conform due to them not wanting to stand out. And if someone has anxiety they are probably more likely to conform due to them not wanting to be put into a situation that may trigger an attack.
3. Mention and describe two notable examples (from history, current events, case studies, etc.) in which group pressure was a key element in an individual's decision-making process?

One example from history is world war 2 in Germany the majority of the country believed in Nazism and Hitler while a small minority did not but since the minority didn't want to feel like an outcast or be persecuted since if you weren't with the Nazis you were against them, the minority conformed to Nazism. Another example from history was back in the '50s during the cold war the government was looking for people out of the ordinary for fear they were Russian spies so anyone who didn't conform was typically investigated and no one wanted that so everyone just conformed to what they were expected to be and act.
4. Compare and contrast the Milgram and Asch experiment. What kind of insights do these experiments reveal about the role of group and social conformity in contemporary social life?

Both experiments test how and why people do things they do and may not agree with. However, the Milgram experiment uses authority against an individual and the Asch experiment uses a group against an individual. The Milgram gives us insight on how much people are willing to do just because an authority figure told them to and the Asch experiment gives us insight on what people are willing to go along with just because the majority does it. These experiments are based on powers of sorts. One is authority someone could have over many people and the other one is a group of people ganging up on someone else so that they would do as they do, like a military-style of sorts. They want everyone to look and act the same way when it comes to the military so it is similar to the group that goes against the individual.

